University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

ScholarWorks @ UTRGV
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers Newsletters

Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers

12-9-1976

Newsletter - 1976-12-09
E. De la Garza

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews
Part of the State and Local Government Law Commons

Recommended Citation
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio
Grande Valley. Accessed via https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews/

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers at
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters
by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact
justin.white@utrgv.edu, william.flores01@utrgv.edu.

KIKA D,E LA GARZA
I ,... OrSTfUCT. TEXAS

QCougrt~~ of
~ouse

tbt Wuittb ~tatt~

of !\epresentatibeS

llla.ufJington, :m.e. 20515

FOR RELEASE: 9
FROM:

December 1976

94-565

Kika de la Garza

Washington D C

YEAR'S END is a normal time for an individual to look back and see what he has
accomplished during the past twelve months

or even a longer period of time.

This

is what I've been doing with respect to my work as a member of the House and I thought
you might be interested in a report.
In the current Congress, 20 bills of which I was sponsor or co-sponsor
were enacted into law or the subject matter of my bills was enacted into law.

This

figures out to about 40 percent of the bills I introduced, Which I am told by veteran
members of the House is a record worth talking about.

Most of these bills came out of

my two committees, Agriculture and Merchant Marine and Fisheries, for it is very rare

for a member's personal bill to pass from a committee of which he is not a member.
Most of these bills will pass a committee legislation under the name of the chairman
of the committee or subcommittee.
Looking back, I found that since I came to Congress in January 1965 some
53 bills I sponsored or co.ponsored have been enacted into law or their subject matter
was incorporated into legislation approved by the House and Senate.

Obviously, as I

have gained experience and earned the confidence of my colleagues my legislative output has increased.

This is gratifying to me -- not as a matter of personal pride but

as evidence that my services have increased in value to the people of the 15th Congressional District.
A wide range has been covered by my bills.

The first two I introduced --

on January 4, 1965 -- authorized the Secretary of Agriculture to establish and maintain container and pack

re~uirements

for products which are subject to agricultural

orders and permitted marketing orders applicable to carrots, citrus fruits and onions
to provide for paid advertising.

A 1966 bill authorized conclusion of an agreement

with Mexico for joint measures for solution of the Lower Rio Grande salinity problem.
In 1967, our House Agriculture Committee approved and Congress enacted my bill authorizing the Secretary of Agriculture to purchase certain land from Texas Southmost
College.

In the following year, I was co-sponsor of a bill, enacted into law, author-

izing the appropriation of funds for Padre Island National Seashore,

In 1969, I

introduced and Congress passed a bill providing for a comprehensive and coordinated
attack on the narcotic addiction and drug abuse problem.

*

*

*

THE PESO DEVALUATION continues to have disturbingly negative effects throughout our
border area.
the

ove~l

Retail sales are down, people have been laid off from their jobs and

economy of the area has been adversely affected.

for action by the

Executiv~

I am continuing to press

Department to alleviate the situation.

One possibility for help may be found in the Local Public Works Capital
Development and Investment Program.

Recently I was notified by the Economic Develop-

ment Administration that requests for grant funds in Texas far exceed, the allocation
made for the state.

My

suggestion is that priority be given to grant requests from

communities along the US-Mexico border where the need for jobs has been so greatly
intensified by the devaluation of the peso.
Something else that needs to be done is for President-elect Carter to
be fully informed about this grave situation.

Accordingly I have 'sent a telegram to

President Ford urging that his transition team in the State Department instruct their
counterparts in the Carter organization about the urgent need for improving the economic conditions that now exist in the border area.

I will be alert to every oppor-

tunity to help.

*

*
~1EAT

*

IMPORT PROCEDURE for 1977 should be decided soon.

It is expected that the volun-

tary restraint levels will be tried first with the understanding that unless negotiations with foreign suppliers move along satisfactorily specific quotas will be imposed.
The big question, which would be decided by President Ford, is who will
take the lead in negotiating the voluntary restraint levels.

This has been the State

Department's responsibility, but many livestock people believe the Agriculture Department should be more deeply involved.

A decision on this should come

soo~and

we will

keep insisting that imports be held at a level that does not disrupt an orderly market
and price for our own U S produced meat.

*
VISITORS FROM HOME:

Visiting

my

Our first obligation is to the U S producers.

*

*

office from home this week were Mr Art Chapa, formerly

of Har1.ingen, now 1.iving in Alexandria, Virginia; and Mr Fausto Anzaldua, formerly of
McAllen, now living in Caracas, Venezuela; Mr Al Cisneros and Mr Fred Rusteberg of
Brownsville.

*

*

*

